
 

Shchekinoazot: Formula Of Big Chemistry 
 

Strategy leading to success 
ShchekinoAzot represents 
interests of big Russian 
chemical enterprises and of-
fers to their clients qualita-
tive solutions in the sphere 
of chemistry for oil and gas 
recovery, transportation and 
refinery, automotive industry 
as well as electronic, phar-
maceutical, agrochemical, 
paper and paperboard indus-
try, water treatment, textile 
manufacturing, construction 
materials, industrial and 
consumable product.  
Industrial successes and im-
portance for Russian chemis-
try have provided Shcheki-
noAzot with the place in the 
National Register ‘Leading 
Russian Industrial Enterpris-
es – 2013’, where the com-
pany was included in August. 
The enterprise releases 
products not only at domes-
tic market, but at the global 
one as well.  
For instance, last year 
ShchekinoAzot exported 

about 72 per cent of the 
total output volume to 24 
close- and far-abroad coun-
tries. For a good reason 
Shchekino chemists became 
the winners of the prestig-
ious contest ‘Best Russian 
Exporter 2013’ in the sector 
of ‘Chemical Industry’ this 
summer. Honorary diploma 
was handled to the First 
Deputy Director General 
Oleg Mastrukov within the 
V international trade fair of 
innovations ‘Innoprom 
2014’, which took place in 
Yekaterinburg.  

These achievements could 
not happen without clear 
strategic development pro-
gram composed with ac-
count of prospects of chemi-
cal industry and market dy-
namics. This program execu-
tion started at UCC Shcheki-
noAzot after Boris Sokol be-
came the company Presi-
dent. The program is made 
with a view to 2017 and 
stipulates investment volume 
around 770 million dollars. 
Within the development 
strategy the number of large 
scale projects have been ex-
ecuted. During 2005-2013 
their execution was invested 
with almost 14 billion rubles. 
The important event in the 
life of Shchekino chemists 
was putting into operation of 
one of the largest units, M-
450, producing methanol, 
having happened in autumn 
of 2011. This project was 
carried out in cooperation 
with the world-famous Dutch 
company Haldor Topsoe, be-

ing the partner of Shcheki-
noAzot for many years. Two 
enterprises together brought 
into life one more large pro-
ject in 2013, the hydrogen 
unit B-26. These unit 
achieved projected indexes 
and that allowed to reduce 
prime-cost of caprolactam 
and ammonia production 
significantly. In May 2014 
the first symbolic stone was 
put into foundation of the 
new industrial facility which 
is also being created with 
participation of Haldor Top-
soe. The unit planned to be 
started up in 2017 will out-
put 450 thousand tons of 
methanol and 135 thousand 
tons of ammonia annually.  
It is the state-of-the-art site 
combining the ability to pro-
vide projected amount of 
products with high level of 
industrial safety and ecologi-
cal compatibility. Such prin-
ciples are considered by 
ShchekinoAzot as key ones 
in their strategy.  
Together you can overachieve 
Any business is unthinkable 
not only without planning, 
but also, without coopera-
tion, because collaboration 
produces a mutual effect 
and impulse to development.  
ShchekinoAzot uses these 
advantages actively.  
In 2009 together with the 
American company Mo-
mentive there was set up 
the enterprise on manufac-
turing phenol-formaldehyde 
resins. In 2012 within the 
partnership with the German 
company Petro Carbo Chem 
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there was started execution 
of the project on construc-
tion of facility manufacturing 
dimethyl ether.  
At the territory of Shcheki-
noAzot there works the in-
dustrial park Pervomayskiy. 
This investment site was 
chosen by 19 Russian and 
overseas companies for plac-
ing their facilities. Among 
them there is the world 
leader in the sphere of pack-
ing technologies, the Ameri-
can company Sonoco-Alcore. 
In the park there were cre-
ated more than a thousand 
new working positions which 
is one of the priorities to de-
velop regional economy of 
Tula, and ShchekinoAzot 
helps the region with this. 
Existing industries are devel-
oping and being renewed. 
For example, at the joint 
venture Hexion-
ShchekinoAzot now there is 
carried out the project on 
expansion of phenol-
formaldehyde production 
line. Here there was installed 
the second reactor, new au-
tomated system of loading, 
were expanded the areas for 
warehouses. Such renova-
tion will let reduce the losses 
significantly during switching 
from one manufactured 

product to another and ex-
pand resins assortment.  

With care of people 
ShchekinoAzot is not only 
the largest manufacturer, 
but also an active participant 
of social life in district and 
region. The company takes 
part in implementing the 
programs in the sphere of 
culture, sport, education, 
health care. 
Most projects are initiated by 
Shchekino chemists. The 
volume of social expendi-
tures made by the company 
last year totaled 56 million 
rubles. 
In particular, 13,8 million 
were directed to upkeep of 
outpatient department which 
is now equipped with mod-
ern devices of cardio, ultra-
sound and laboratory diag-
nostics, physiotherapy, new 
ambulance cars. More than 
17 million were allocated to 
charity for educational, cul-
tural and sport institutions. 
Last summer ShchekinoAzot 
allocated about 3 million ru-
bles to summer vacations of 
employees and their chil-
dren. Owing to this, 220 
employees paid only 30% of 
vocational voucher cost and 
visited Anapa, their sons and 
daughters spent their vaca-
tion in the sanatorium Ale-

ksin-Bor for free. Until the 
end of the year for the pur-
pose of Azot employees rec-
reation the enterprise is 
planning to allocate more 
than 1,5 million rubles. 
In Tula with the direct sup-
port of the company there 
functions the tennis club 
Setball, where adults and 
children engage. Several 
years ago the enterprise 
presented to sportsmen 
modern building for 
workouts. ShchekinoAzot 
sponsors running sport com-
petitions in Tula region. Ow-
ing to the enterprise support 
there was rendered Basket-
ball Festival where veterans 
of this kind of sport compet-
ed in the format of a friendly 
match.     
One more important initia-
tive of ShchekinoAzot be-
came the cooperative project 
of three famous families, the 
Sokols, the Topsoes and the 
Tolstoys. They created chari-
ty fund which purpose is to 
help children from Shchekino 
district, i.e. orphans, children 
from dysfunctional families 
and ones without a certain 
residence. There is no doubt 
that collaboration which 
helped to develop business 
will also help in the matter of 
patronship.                
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The symbolic stone in the foundation of a new 

production facility was put by the Director 
General of UCC ShchekinoAzot Boris Sokol, the 

Chairman of Regional Government Yuriy Andri-

yanov, the Head of Russian RepOffice of Haldor 

Topsoe Jens Perergard and the Deputy Direc-

tor of  the Department of Russian chemical 
engineering and forestry complex Stanislav 

Komosko.   

The development program of UCC ShchekinoAzot  

is made with a view to 2017 and  

stipulates investment volume  

about 770 million dollars. 
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The article was written by Vasily Beskov 

Photos by Gennadiy Polyakov  

The source – Tulskiye Izvestiya special issue http://tnews.tula.net/ dtd September 2014 

Translated for the site of UCC ShchekinoAzot (http://n-azot.ru/) by Elena Chusova 
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